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Moving adults and children  
from crisis to self-sufficiency
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“We never work alone…”
I had to read Ken’s note on our daily 
call log twice. Next to the words, “needs 
housing”, it read “He is a boy, lost and 
scared. I’m requesting counseling.” 
In the space designated for details and 
action, Ken wrote just two heartbreaking 
sentences, but they lit a fuse that would 
transform this young man’s life in five 
days. And it all started with Andi.

He would only roll his window down 
far enough to tell Andi his name was 
Raymond. He was obviously living in his 
car, so she asked if he was okay. He said 
he was, but Andi could tell he wasn’t. She 
gave him food purposefully packed for  
the homeless and explained we had many 
other resources if he would come inside 
and sign up to talk to a case manager. 

When Ken reached out later that day, 
Raymond was at a loss for words. He 
wasn’t accustomed to complete strangers 
calling to ask how they could help. He was 
accustomed to people asking him to move 
his car to another location to sleep, to 
workers whispering about his clothes when 
he chose food or gas over laundromat 
expense and to suspicious glances when he 
used the restroom sinks to clean up. He’d 
been living in his car for months, working 
the few hours they gave him at a Fort 
Worth fast food restaurant, trying to get  
on his feet -- and no one had ever asked 
him that. He had no idea how to answer the 
question. He needed everything. How do 
you even say that? 

Ken made an appointment for Raymond to 
see our counselor on Thursday morning at 
11 and then passed his file over to Client 
Services Associate Anthony. Raymond 
was both hopeful and nervous about 
talking with the counselor. It had been 
weeks since he had a real shower and his 
clothes were filthy.  

At 9:30 Thursday morning, Raymond 
came to the Resource Center, where he 
met Anthony. His counselor appointment 
wasn’t until 11 but he desperately wanted 
to clean up before that, so he asked if there 
was any place he could take a shower. 

A quick text to Jeff Thomas, Executive 
Director at the YMCA, and Raymond 
was set. Jeff was happy to accommodate. 
Anthony gave Raymond a gift card and 
directions to our New Beginnings Resale 
Shoppe so he could get some clean clothes. 

At 10:45, Raymond was sitting in our 
lobby, freshly showered, in crisp khaki 
pants, a white shirt, dark blazer and a tie, 
all from the Resale Shoppe. He was still 

nervous, but he looked great. While he 
was waiting for the counselor, he got a 
call for a 5 p.m interview at a fast-food 
restaurant. Anthony gave him additional 
employment leads and arranged lodging 
through the weekend so he could continue 
his job search. Things were looking up 
for Raymond and he thanked Anthony 
as they walked out to his car. Raymond 
turned the key and his car started with the 
shrieking sounds of a belt flying to bits 
under the hood. He was devastated. He had 
an interview in a few short hours that he 
definitely wanted to make. 

Anthony told him not to worry as they 
walked back inside. While Anthony 
arranged for Transit to take Raymond 
to his interview, I sent a quick email to 
Wayne Goller, with Good Samaritan 
Auto Ministries. We have an amazing 
partnership with Wayne and his wife, 
Robin, to help eligible clients with auto 
repair. Mission Granbury pays for all the 

parts and Wayne provides the labor free 
of charge. A broken belt sounded easy and 
Raymond met our eligibility requirements. 
Just as I was leaving, Wayne emailed me 
back. He was out of state, so we were back 
to square one. I would have to think about 
what to do next.

Early Friday morning, I received an email 
with the subject line, “someone needs 
help.” It was from Eddie Siller, one of 
GSAM’s volunteer mechanics, who said he 
would come take a look at the car. A few 
hours later, he let me know he could fix it 
but it would need to be towed to their shop. 

Several years ago, I locked the keys in 
my car during a cold, wintry rainstorm at 
the grocery store. The store called Don’s 
Towing, who kindly came out and worked 
in the rain to get my car unlocked. They 
were kind, patient and their price was 
reasonable, so I suggested Anthony call 
them first. It was Friday afternoon, and I 
was praying they would have time to get 
the car to Eddie before the weekend. 

About two hours later, Anthony called and 
joyfully blurted, “I’ve got good news, good 
news and good news! Don’s Towing said 
they would tow Mr. Raymond’s car for 

Breaking the record of previous Ghost Runs, 200 participants 
lined up in Hewlett Park to run and raise funds for Mission 
Granbury at the 5th annual Ghost Run in October.

Ever faithful Community 
Outreach Coordinator Jean Cate 
makes announcements at the  
Ghost Run.

Ghost Run 2022
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MISSION GRANBURY PROGRAMS 
• Ada Carey Shelter for Women  

and Children
• C.A.S.A.
• Non-Residential Victim Assistance
• Emergency Assistance Network (EAN)
• Food Pantry
• Veterans Assistance
• Senior Care
• New Beginnings Resale Shoppe
• Disaster Relief

MG Resource Center
3611 Plaza East Court
Granbury, TX 76049

817-579-6866
info@missiongranbury.org

New Beginnings Resale Shoppe
1204 Waters Edge Dr.
Granbury, TX 76048

817-964-3445

24-HOUR CRISIS HOTLINE
844-579-6848

Supporting survivors of domestic 
violence and sexual assault

BOARD SPOTLIGHT

Board Member Ann Dahlquist
When their jobs in the technology industry 
in Austin moved online, Ann Dahlquist 
and Gary Franzosa, her partner of 20 years, 
realized they could work from anywhere. 
So, they moved to Granbury, a place they 
discovered when spending a get-away 
weekend here in 2019. 

Ann believes that you should Give Where 
You Live and had always been involved 

with local food 
banks, so was 
drawn to volunteer 
at Mission 
Granbury’s Food 
Pantry, where her 
organizational skills 
were immediately 
recognized and 
appreciated.

“The whole experience became so much 
more than I anticipated,” said Ann. “I felt 
immediately at home. Everybody was so 
welcoming. Andi [Luna] and I just clicked 
— she’s extremely dedicated to what 
she does.”

When there was a vacancy on the board, 
EAN Coordinator Andi Luna immediately 
thought of Ann and encouraged her to fill 
out an application. 

“Ann is a dedicated volunteer. She is 
highly organized and cares about our 
mission,” said Andi.

As a Mission Granbury board member, 
Ann sees the work behind the scenes, 
including the budget and the number 
and depth of services offered, and she is 
impressed by how many different programs 
the organization is able to provide to  
the community.

“There is such compassion and authenticity 
at Mission Granbury, said Ann. “I get 
emotional about it.”

“The joy I get every time I’m there helping 
people – it comes back to me,” said Ann. 
“I am blessed to be a small part of this 
organization; it is such a refreshing change 
from the corporate world.”

Ann is also using her background in 
marketing analytics to help implement 
Clients First at Mission Granbury, so all 
the data will be integrated into one system. 
She has a master’s degree in business 
administration from the University of 
Chicago and an undergraduate degree from 
Middlebury College in Vermont, where 
she majored in Languages – German and 
French, with a minor in English. 

Today Ann has exchanged her corporate job 
for a part-time position teaching English as 
a Second Language to adults online, about 
which she is passionate. She also loves 
to play tennis, read and travel. Between 
teaching ESL classes and volunteering 
at Mission Granbury, her soul is being 
replenished, according to Ann.

“I feel very fortunate to have connected 
with Mission Granbury,” said Ann. “They 
do so much good. This is where I want  
to be.” 
SEE BOARD MEMBER DAN CHILDRESS ON PAGE 3

“We never work alone…”  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

free. The mechanic, Mr. Siller, who doesn’t 
work on weekends, said he would make an 
exception and work on the car on Saturday, 
and Mr. Raymond got the job!”  

Saturday, Eddie let me know the car 
needed a radiator, which would cost 
double what we normally spend. Thanks 
to Bond Arms, we have a fund precisely 
for that kind of event, the out-of-the-
ordinary, but absolutely necessary expense 
that completes the mission to restore 
wholeness. 

Sunday afternoon, Eddie emailed that the 
car was fixed. Monday morning, Transit 
picked up Raymond and took him to his 
car. We honestly had to step back and look 
at all the hands and feet that turned this 

young man’s life from near implosion to 
blessed beyond measure. 

WE NEVER WORK ALONE. 
In the last fiscal year, we had more 
than 35,105 units of service equaling 
$1,487,957.54. We will always need 
community partners who go the extra 
mile, get involved and make a difference 
in someone’s life. We will always need 
people just like you. 

To get involved or make a donation, visit 
our website https://www.missiongranbury.
org/ or contact our Resource Center  
at 817-579-6866. 

SUPPORT THE VISION OF MISSION GRANBURY
• Become a volunteer 

• Donate funds directly to Mission Granbury

• Remember Mission Granbury in your  
estate planning

• Contribute stock or securities to Mission 
Granbury, a nonprofit 501(c)3 organization

Every gift makes a difference. 

To donate online, go to 
https://www. 

missiongranbury.org/donate 

and select GIVE NOW.
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Dan Childress 
believes it is 
important to help 
people and to stay 
busy: he does both. 
He and his wife, 
Kathy, volunteer for 
Mission Granbury 
as Court Appointed 
Special Advocates. 
Dan first became a 

Board Member 
Dan Childress

BOARD SPOTLIGHT 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

CASA in Perryton, Texas and his first case 
was a set of twin girls who were 13 years 
old at the time. 

“Oh man, the things that happened!” he 
said. “They used to call well after the case 
was over – it was so rewarding.”

Dan has a unique viewpoint, because 
he experienced something few have: his 
mother left him and his slightly older 
brother alone when he was just 8 months 
old. His grandparents discovered them 
three days later, took them in and raised 
them. Later as an adult, Dan learned about 
the complications and consequences 
when a child was removed from his/her 
home, particularly when there was no 
one to advocate for that child. He became 
determined to do something. He researched 
and found the CASA program, took the 
training and became one. Now nearly 
six years later, he has been assigned to 
work with more than 25 foster children, 
supporting and advocating for them. 

“I’ve been around kids all my life – as a 
Boy Scout and church youth group leader, 
and little league coach,” said Dan. “I love 
kids in general and like having kids around 
me all the time.”

After four back surgeries, he can’t 
participate in sports much anymore, but 
he still manages to volunteer in the New 
Beginnings Resale Shoppe one morning a 
week and the Food Pantry.

“I just like to help people,” said Dan. “It’s 
something I’ve always done.”

Now as a Mission Granbury board 
member, Dan looks forward to being 
involved with even more of its programs.

“It is so much,” said Dan. “I didn’t realize 
all the things Mission Granbury did.”

Dan retired from Conoco/Phillips 
Petroleum before moving to Granbury. He 
has served on his Homeowners Association 
board and is active in his church. Dan and 
his wife Kathy have three adult sons and 
five grandchildren. 

Gifts made in Honor and in Memory 
June 1, 2022 – August 31, 2022

In Honor of
Lauren Neuburger 

By Ryan Steffee
St. Helen’s on Granbury Square 

By PSI Designed Interior 
and Velene by Phyllis

Andrietta Luna 
By Samual Perry

Bob and Margaret King 
By Allen Philips

Fred Dotzel 
By Dusti Scovel

In Memory of
George Pleickhardt

By: 
Nancy Brooks
Alisa Martorano
Jack Ross

Karen Beale 
By Patricia Andris

Penny Sneed 
By Betsy Pedigo

Frances Peek 
By Betsy Pedigo

STAFF SPOTLIGHT

Pat Andris, EAN Case Manager
Pat Andris problem 
solves something 
different every day as 
one of the emergency 
assistance network 
case managers, 
working to help 
people who have 
come to Mission 
Granbury.

“This job was made for me,” said Pat. “I 
love it. I love the variety, meeting needs -- 
it’s a joy every day.”

She also experiences heartbreak when she 
sees young families with no income and 
overwhelming needs, or people living in 
horrible conditions. She did not know that 
many elderly folks in Granbury were living 
in poverty until Mission Granbury started 
serving them through the Senior Care 
program.

“That is so sad,” said Pat. “That’s what 
breaks my heart.” 

“Never in my life had I dreamed these 
elderly folks have the problems they have. 
Living off $800 a month, trying to pay rent 

and utilities. When they have a problem, 
everything falls apart.” 

Pat might meet with 20-25 people a day; 
the number fluctuates depending on what 
is happening in the community.  When 
electric bills dramatically increased, the 
two case managers had 70 - 80 per day. 
Her job includes helping pay electric and 
utility bills, arranging hotel rooms for 
emergency stay, and other assistance.

Recently Pat returned to work from 
vacation to find a touching and rewarding 
thank you note in her mail that read: 
“Thank you for supporting us in our time 
of need.”

“I don’t know what we’d do without 
support from our churches and the 
Salvation Army. The community of 
Granbury is so good to help,” said Pat 
thankfully. “The needs have doubled, so it 
is taking more effort from everybody.”

Before becoming a case manager, Pat 
worked part-time as needed at the Ada 
Carey Women and Children’s Shelter, and 
full-time for the Granbury Visitor’s Center. 


Thanks to Mark and Paula McDonald, Beam and Branch  
Real Estate, children at the Ada Carey Shelter for Women  
and Children now have a new playhouse. Shown are  
Brent Montgomery (left) and Mark McDonald (right).
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3611 Plaza East Court
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www.missiongranbury.org

Court Appointed Special Advocates

Help Mission Granbury by donating items  
in good condition or shopping at

1204 Waters Edge Dr., Granbury
Open 9 a.m.- 5 p.m. Monday – Friday  

and 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Saturdays 
Donations accepted: 

From 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Wednesdays - Saturdays

If you have questions about donating, please call 817-964-3445.

When a family is in crisis and children 
are removed from their home, they need 
someone who will advocate for their 
best interest. Court Appointed Special 
Advocates do just that. During Mission 
Granbury’s 2021-2022 fiscal year, the 
CASA program served 120 foster children 
from homes in Hood and Somervell 
counties.

CASA Statistics for  
Sept. 1, 2021 – Aug. 31, 2022
• 120 children were served in 84 cases;  

24 were new children from 19 new cases

• 55 advocates contributed 4,654 hours  
of service to children

• 236 hearings were attended
• 1,192 hours of continuing education 

were completed by advocates

Cases ended for 52 children:
• 32 or 44% were reunified with parents
• 10 or 19% were placed with relatives
• 5 or 10% were adopted by relatives
• 10 or 19% were adopted - unrelated 
• 2 or 4% aged out
• 2 or 4% APPLA – another planned 

permanency living arrangement

Hours donated by CASAs also bring 
value to the financial strength of Mission 
Granbury’s CASA program. The hours are 
multiplied by an hourly wage appropriate 
for this work to illustrate to potential 
grantors the amount of time, training and 
work that is being contributed, which is 
often used as a match for grants.

If you are Interested in becoming a CASA 
for a foster child and making a difference 
at a critical turning point in a child’s 
life, contact Justin Rossner, director 
of programs, 817-579-6866 ext. 108, 
jrossner@missiongranbury.org. 

Mission Granbury’s Team Trivia Night
Community members played trivia to raise funds for needed technology in July, forming 
teams, and creating themes for decorations, costumes and food.

Team Baylor, Scott & White Surgicare took the 
trivia challenge seriously, bringing food to mimic 
health issues such as Twizzlers for hardened 
arteries, and drinking juice out of a (clean) urinal. 
It was no surprise that this team won  
the Spirit Award! 

(Pictured above) The team with referees Justin 
Rossner, director of programs; Debbie Temple, 
board member; Michelle Lucero, board secretary; 
and Dusti Scovel, executive director. 

Brew Drinkery’s Nerd Herd won first place and 
the Brainiac Award.

Thanks to all the Round Sponsors: The 
Crazy Coconuts, The Misfits, Baylor Scott 
& White Surgicare, First National Bank 
of Granbury, Hood County YMCA, Couto 
Homes, Inc., Expedia Cruises, Angela 
Parker–State Farm Insurance Agent, Brew 
Drinkery and River View Ranch LLC. 

New Coordinator 
Off and Running
Meet Kaylyn Lammons,  
Mission Granbury’s  
new volunteer and 
event coordinator, who  
is managing events and  
coordinating volunteers  
essential to Mission  
Granbury’s programs.

“I am very excited about doing something 
different, but still helping and serving,” 
said Kaylyn. “I want to make the 
volunteers feel appreciated and grow  
our volunteer base.”

Kaylyn has a master’s degree in education 
from the University of Arkansas; she spent 
the past seven years teaching kindergarten 
in Dallas ISD and Mineral Wells ISD.

She and her husband recently moved to 
Granbury from Weatherford. They have 
two children, a 4-year-old son and a 
3-year-old daughter.

Food Pantry Hours
Tuesday and Thursday:  

9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
Wednesday: 3 – 7 p.m.

SCAN TO PURCHASE
Items needed for the Food Pantry 
are on the Amazon wish list page:  
https://a.co/91cCxRO

Designate Mission Granbury as your charity and 
with every eligible purchase, AmazonSmile will 

donate 0.5% to Mission Granbury. 
Turn on AmazonSmile in the app. 


